Human immunodeficiency virus infection and routine childhood immunisation.
Current experience with the safety and efficacy of vaccines in infected children and adults is reviewed to examine the basis for decisions about routine immunisations of children infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). No adverse reactions to inactivated vaccines have been noted, but complications with live vaccines have been recorded with both BCG and smallpox. Limited experience with live poliomyelitis and measles vaccines in HIV-infected children has not yet shown any severe complications from these vaccines. Theoretical concerns that immunisation might accelerate the course of HIV infection are not supported by available data. Serological response to most inactivated and live vaccines is reduced in HIV-infected persons, and is related to the degree of immunosuppression present. Preliminary evidence suggests that the severity of some vaccine-preventable diseases is increased in HIV-infected children. This review finds general support for recommendations on immunisation of HIV-infected children that have been developed by the World Health Organisation.